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A Discussion on the Present Situation of
Taiwanese Contraction(Hapim) “ka=ka i” and “ho=hoi”
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Summary

All languages have the usage of “contraction”, that is, combining the consonants of the
preceding word and the vowels of the following word into a one-syllable word. Taiwanese is no
exception, and everyone is very used to it. However, only “ka=ka i” and “ho=ho'i” are misused
by many people as “ka=ka i” and “h5'=hd'i”, S0 we need to discuss this,so that our Taiwanese
can have a sound development. Especially now, after the adoption of the “National Language



Development Law”, the movement to promotethe Taiwanese language prevails, so we must
improve the Taiwanese language in time.

We will discuss the current situation of Taiwanese writing in the past two years from
the“Taiwan Church News” documents, general textbooks, Facebook, and Twitter. Since Hanj1
does not deal with “phonetic” aspect, we will only discuss Péhoeji.

Although the “T &g BJapanese Dictionary”(http://taigi.fhl.net/dict/)includes‘ka=ka i” and
“ho=h&1”, why there are still so many people on Facebook and Twitter writing“ka=ka i” and “ho’
=ho1”? This may be due to the phenomenon of “ka=ka i” and “h6'=hoi” in the main documents
of “Taiwan Church News”,and the Péhoeji teachers are influenced by these literatures. Therefore,
they are compiling their textbook accordingly, thus the more they teach, the more mistakes there
will be.

When | started learning Pehdeji in 2001, my teacher once taught me: “The tone of the
Taiwanese hapim should follow the tone of the latter word.” For example,“h&g=ho14ng”,
“kang=ka lang” ", “md=m ai”. We will not write these hapim wrong, why only “ka=ka i” and
“ho=h&1”willbe written incorrectly as “ka=ka i” and “h6'=ho1"?

There must be some reasons for this. We must conduct in depth discussions, search the
“key” in the warehouse, find out the reasons, prescribe the right medicine to correct them, and
inform the public to clear the “roadblocks” on “the road of Taiwanese language”. May our
T&g bin writing can really make a breakthrough!
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