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   Generally a language dies because mothers do

not speak it to their children and the language of the

h o m e  c h a n g e s .

          When a language disappears much of the cul-

ture often disappears with it. In the face of socioeco-

nomic changes, small groups are forced into a choice

that can seldom be fully satisfactory. They have to

choose whether to keep at least partially to

themselves.....outsiders should note that the choice

between remaining apart and assimilating can be ma de

only by the members of the group themselves. No

one except the speakers should decry the loss of a

particular language. Others who do so are being pa-

ternalistic and assuming they know what is best for

other people.....As a linguist I am sad that many lan-

guages are disappearing so that I will no longer be

able to study their wonders. But it is not up to me to

decide whether efforts should be made to keep a par-

ticular language alive. The Speakers may find the

costs too great, and the benefits small in comparison

with becoming potentially equal members of a larger

group. (P. Ladefoged, Vowels and Consonants 2005:
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