'NO.1971

LSBAWRE

2003E4ﬁ 15 EERL

BB

Ever since I was twelve years old, my
impression of Taiwan has been one of dirty,

stray dogs, and hell-bent mosquitoes. Even
when I returned with my cousin in the sum-
mer of 2001, I got basically the same
impression, minus the obscene overcrowd-
ing due to the newly constructed subway.
Nevertheless, something about being in

overcrowded streets, lunatic auto bikes, -

on the Tsunah trip. To give you a little more m31ght
into just what I mean, here are some more specific
details of the treasures that await you:

Do you like looking at green things? Do you like
the sound of cascading water? Most impo;tanﬂy, do
youlike monkeys? Well, Taiwan is indeed an ecologist's
dream. The first day, we were walking through the
-Wu-fang-chi waterfall park and in the trees we spotted
some Taiwan Macaques. Green stuff, cascading water,

CkaTkEE

‘ Ta1wan makes up for all these cons - something always

makes me want to go back. -

This past Christmas break, the Tsunah trip replaced all
of those bad impressions with most excellent ones I'll never
forget. The memories of the wonderful friends that I made
on the trip. The faces of Taiwan that I had never before
seen. The biodiversity and geology that differ S0 greatly
from north to south, east to west. The sights, sounds, and
smells of the night market. The delicious food that we
consumed every step of the way (even McDonald's has its
surprises). But most of all, it's the fact that I finally put a
guise to that feéling of constant yearning to return to Tai-
wan and that feeling of being truly welcome every time I
step off that plane - this guise is, not surprisingly, the Tai- -

wanese people and their magnificent culture.

Now, I ask you, perhaps a potential future Tsunah

- participant, what is the most you've ever accomplished in -
10 days? Perhaps composed a symphony? Created a near
perfect replica of the Mona Lisa? Invented a new, fuel-
_ efficient mode of transportation? Discovered a new planet?
All these things, albeit terrific accomplishments, pale in
comparison with what you will experience in the 10 days

and monkeys --all in the same day. Need I say more?
Ok, I'l say abit more: Taroko Gorge is the 8th wonder
of the world. You absolutely have to see it at least once.
Do you like to stay up into the wee hours of the
morning? Do you find it
lonely at 3am? Well, you
won't be alone in Taiwan.
Get a taste of the nightlife
and go "lounge crawling"
with a few of the locals in
Taipei. Go to the night
market until you or some-
one you know has ‘bought
so many things, you can't
carry anymore. Tired of

' staying up until 3 A.M. ev-
ery night at school er no
reason? Worry not, young warrior, it's the Taiwanese
blood in you. Only in Taiwan can you truly unleash the
power behind insomnia. Only in Taiwan do they take
naps during their lunch hours, which is quite possibly
the best idea I've come across in a long time.
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- Do you like food? Better yet, do you like greasy
food? If you love to eat, Taiwan is the place to do it.
From breakfast to late night, Taiwan has just what you
need to satisfy that craving. And to top it off, it's all
really cheap and readily avaﬂable The only word to

 describe it is super—awesome j
Is your Taiwanese 4 bit rusty? Wish you had lis-

The Talwan I know

-KevinLin

how happy people get when you speak Taiwanese to
them. It's even more amazing how many free goodies
you getjus forspeaking Taiwanese! Need more incentive?
It's MOST amazing how many cute pebple will talk to

you, just because you speak Taiwanese. But I digress.

What ] mean to say is that this enthusiasm for the Tai-
wanese language gives me hope for the future of our
culture and the persistence of our history through the
generations of Taiwanese and Taiwanese Americans.

I admit, I wasn't too sure about going on the trip
when my mother told me about it, especially when I told
my friends about it, and they immediately laughed and

. said, "Kevin's going on Mini-Loveboat!" But now, look-

\\

tened to your parents instead of being overly rebellious .

and insisting on only speaking English to them? Well,
you'll have plenty of opportunity to try out your Tai-
wanese throughout the trip. It's really amazing to see
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ing back through my pictures, I feel hke I'm looking at
people I've known since childhood and places I've only
dreamed about ever seeing. Though Taiwan tours may
have a quéstionable reputation, the Tsunah trip is truly
worthwhile, and I feel much better educated about Tai-
wan having gone on it. Not to mention more complete.

In short, the Tsunah trip really is for anyone, regard-
less of age, sex, ethnicity, size, or shape. You'll make
friends with people you would otherwise have never met
(hke the Wmnqrs of the San Dlego High School Science
Falr), see places you would have othermse never seen,
and- experience something you would otherwise have
nevereven conceived of.

All this, in 10 days or less. Guaranteed.
~ (Kevin Lin is a sophomore at Yale University)
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