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Retaliation from a mild son

 Week in and week out, my mom publishés this article,

commonly known as “La Mom.” Once a week, her col-
umn appears right here to try and entertain you with
some sort of anecdote or whatever is on her mind.

“:Unfortunately, her small glory-and fatne comésat the

expense of her poor children. There s the daughter who
goes to Yale, and the boy who always seems to be say-
ing or doing something stupid that is just worth writing
about. The latter, is of course, me. So saying that my
identity is a mystery would be a lie, as I am sure that
every single one of you knows exactly who [ am.
Whether it be from the description of the now infamous
LCC, or the statements declafing the self satisfaction I

. get from gelling my hair, I am sure that you all know of

my idiocy from ohe column or another. Though my
mom does not entirely make up things, the whole truth
is never really told. And now, as this column is coming
to aclose, I want to clear the “inisunderstandings” that
inevitably exist because of “La Mom.”

My mother has always tried to give this impression
that my sister and I are simply children in an adult’s (or
teenager’s) body. Yet the biggest child in my house was
and always will be my mom. Where do you think all of

our genes of supposed “lack of intelligence” all comes .

from? Yes, my dad is a contributing factor, but as my

_mom says, “You have to marry a smart woman! Women

have the biggest effect on how smart the children really
are!” I only regret that no one could tell my dad this

useful advice. All throughout my life, 1 had constantly
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been doing amusing things, but the minute my mom got
the opportunity to write about them, I was slowly
forced to go on a close guard. Now every single thing 1
say or do can be altered and put in this article. I feel as
though the tabloids were chasing after me. After my
sister and I realized that we were constantly giving our
mom ideas with whatevef we did, we started to monitor
what we said. I swear, if | had heard another comment
about how cute my hair really was, I am going to shave
it all off. ’

So now, my mother has the problem. The fountain of
ideas that was previously accessible had alt but drained,
and she is desperate for anything to write about. Every
Sunddy night, hours before she has to fax her wéekly
article, she whinés to us about how it has not been
completed and she isn’t even sure about a good topic.
My sister and I quickly came to the conclusion that if
my mom could not come across ideas as easily as she
did before, she would simply give up and everyone’s
dignity would be saved. Oh how wrong we were, as that
was 2 years ago. My sister escaped as she got the privi-
lege of going to college further away, but now, it is just

me. My 51st?r had left me alone to endure this close v

scrutinization by my mother. So now, I am the only one
who has to endure the constant complaining and careful
observation. I could only cringe, thinking that this could

bethe né)it 5 years of my life. Yet I get the final laugh, as -

thi\s/ colur_nn is ending, and I am able to have the last say.
<

My mom seems to want to show that this article is

more of a solo effort, one where she only builds upon a

. simple foundation that was provided. But all of her

articles are not so well thqught out and well done by her

-alorie. For example, on one of those dreadful Sundays

, ,wh'en she could not think:of anything, she proposed to ..

me an offer. If ] gave her a-:good idea for her article, she:
would give me a certam amount of money. She always
changed the sum, but onie thing was consistent. Not all
of my ideas were used, but when they were, I never saw
any benefits. So what did | get out of allof this? My
already poor image was'slowly getting worse, and I
didn’teven have anything to call compensation. I lcamed
to refuse all offers of money in exchange for a decent
idea, and: soon, my mom once again became a wreck
every Sunday mght‘around mldmght

o

I thought this would never end. I thought that this was
the rest of my life, my mém recording my life on a
public journal. But here.l am,/‘able'to write one of the
last articles for this colummn. I could never comprehend
why she continued this article, even though she con-
stantly whined about wri}jng it. I guess it 'was because

of the self-satisfaction she ‘got from it ... similar to the

one I supposedly got from my hair. So as we say good-. .

bye to this column, I be’éy_ou to fill this useful newspa-
per space with something @ofe important, something
bigger, something: bette:r’:s/omething bolder! May I sug-
gest a column about the
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Atin: Lin Téi-gi kho chit [é~pai @ kai chiat?
How many times a wek does your
_ Taiwanesé class mieet?/ (a?'é,*ﬁ§~
TEFE SET 7
* Arnold: Chit [é-pai i nfig chiat kho./ Two
times a week/ —SFER —EER -

~ session? —EIEIAEXA ?
. Arnold: Chit-chiat @ tidm-poa™‘cheng./ One
_ session is an hour and a half./ —E&f
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Atin: S6-1 long-chong T sa” tiém-chéng,

Harvard K% Z8) 2847

Atin: Chit chiat s joa ka? How long isa

tioh--b6? So total there are three -
hours, right?/ FTLAMEREH =Bke% -
gam 2

Arnold: Tioh. nght / %

Atin: U joa-chg cha-po--& jda-ché cha-bo--
&7 How many male students are’
there?/ B @Eﬁﬁ’]ﬁ” ﬂﬁ%
94

" Arnold: U g6 é cha-po--é, chhit é cha-bd--

&/ There are five male and seven
female students./ & FABEEER »
LEERA -
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