KSS-Taigi Han-Lo Word-Dictionary Input Method

Introduction

Before the inception of Windows XP, it was so easy to use HOTSYS Input Method for Tai-gi(Taiwanese) input.  XP just prohibited the use of HOTSYS.  Then, thanks to Mr. Lau Kiat-gak, who showed me the wonderful tool UIME from Microsoft, so that I could create an input method using Tai-gi.  I put these things together and created this input method called KSS-Taigi-Han-Lo Word-Dictionary Input Method.  With the help of Mr. Lim Hong-bin who ironed out some technical problems, I was able to put together the same method for English version Windows XP.  Many brave souls tested it and liked it, saying it is really easy to use.  Also thanks to Mr. Siau Peng-ti to provide helpful opinions and the increase the contents of this word dictionary so that we can input Taigi Han character really easy.

This Input Method is setup in English Windows XP by using Microsoft Universal Input Method Editor UIME.  We are creating our dictionary, a plain text file, and IME read it in to create this input method for your computer.  You can append and edit this plain text file based on your need.

Basically this system needs the following components in your computer to work:

1. English Version of Windows XP, both SP1 and SP2 should work.

2. Support of East Asian language is enabled.

3. Support of general input method is enabled.

Note: You might need the original Windows XP CD to enable the support for East Asian languages.

The first part – Enabling Support for East Asian languages 

We are going to install support files for Windows to be able to know how to interpret and to display foreign languages, especially East Asian language characters, such as Chinese character encoded in Big-5 codes. 

1. From Control Panel – Select Regional and Language Options 

2. Go to Advanced tab, select Traditional Chinese Big5 in Code page conversion tables, and mark Default user account settings.  Then click Apply. 
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3. If you have never installed any Taiwanese/Chinese input method, XP might ask for the installation disk and a reboot is required.  After your computer restarts, go back to Control Panel and run Regional and Language Options.

4. Click back to Languages tab, and select Install files for East Asian languages.  Then click Apply and OK.  XP might ask for a reboot, please restart your computer for it to complete the settings.    After your computer restarts, go back to Control Panel and run Regional and Language Options.
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The second part – creating frame work for entering Asian characters

We are going to create/setup framework for Windows XP English version to allow us to enter Chinese characters.  A specific method is not necessary, but it is for our future convenience that we choose Phonetic Input method.

1. Click Languages tab.  Then click Details in this tab.  The following window will come up.   
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2. Click on Add, to bring the following window.  Please select “Chinese (Taiwan)” as the Input Language, and select either “Microsoft New Phonetic IME 2002a” or “Chinese (Traditional) – Phonetic” as the Keyboard layout/IME.  Then Click OK to accept the Input Method.  Please remember that we are here to create a framework for Windows to be able to enter a foreign language.  Any method should do fine.  For our convenience, we should choose either of these two Phonetic methods since we are most likely to use them in the future.  Finally click Apply and OK twice to close the other 2 windows.
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The third part – Using UIME to create our input method

Since now you’ve already created, in English version of Windows XP, the proper environment for interpreting, displaying, and entering Chinese characters, it is the time to create our own input method.

1. Please go to http://taigi.fhl.net to download the latest dictionary file and Microsoft UIME tool.  UIME is only available up to Windows 2000, and is not included in all versions of XP.  I don’t see any problems here if we mix application prior to XP with Windows XP, legally or technically.  The latest dictionary file has the name in the format of KKS_Vxxx.TXT, where xxx is version number.  UIME tool is a file named uimetool.exe.  Download these two files into some place in your hard drive, such as c:\temp.

2. Double click on the icon uimetool.exe.  The following window will come up.  Please note that it is in Chinese interface.  Please enter “台語” in 輸入法名稱 filed, and type in “Taigi” in IME檔案名稱 field.   Then click下一步.

3. In the next screen, use 瀏覽 to select the file “KKS_Vxxx.TXT” you just downloaded from taigi.fhl.net.  Then click下一步.

4. Then please find and read the Taiwanese 使用說明in  http://taigi.fhl.net KKS_EXP folder.
Hope you enjoy it.
